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TWO NEW SPECIES OF Kl’BUS FROM VERMONT AND 

NEW HAMPSHIRE. 


W. H. Bi..\nch.\|{I). 


Of the new sj)ecies of Rul)us, liere (lescril)e<l, both l>elong to the 
high blackl)errv series. The first is a rather .small and delicate species, 
glabrous and glandle.ss, with dark green leaves, small, early fruit, an<l 
slender, strong, and often numerous prickles. The second is note¬ 
worthy for its large and abumlant fruit which is of excellent flavor. 
The sj)eeie.s may be characterized as follows:— 

Rubus elegantulus, n. s|). Plants from two to four feet high, verv 
erect and pretty. 

Xew canes. Stems very erect. 2 to 4 feet high, glabrous, red, well 
angled and furrowed, rather small. PriekU'S on the angles onlv, slen¬ 
der with a slight backward slant, .strong and was|)i.sh to handle, about 
12 to the inch of stem on typical plants but often le.ss. Leaves thin, 
small, 5-foliate, dark green abovi* and slightly lighter below, jx'rfeetlv 
glabrous, or .sometimes slightly hairy above and pul)escent below, but 
not appreciably so to the touch or to the unaided eye. LeaHets oval, 
long taper-pointed; outline entire, finely and doubly serrate-dentate, the 
middle one rather broad with rounded base* and twice as loner as wide, 
the others wedge-shaj)ed at the ba.se and narrow. Petiole and petiol- 
ules grooved above with three rows of hooked, slender, short and 


strong prickles, the petiolule of tlu 


f 


those of the side leaHets le.ss than half as long, the basal leaflets .se.ssile. 

Oh} canes. En'ct as ever, j)rickles but little impaired, the cane pyr¬ 
amidal in sha|)e as in all true high blackberries, tGrowth of second or 
bearing year consisting of leafv branches below; al)ove of racemes leafv 

* t 

at the base with a straight axis, not a leafy branch tipped with a rae(*mc, 
one from each old leaf axil, or in many eases from two to four leafl(\s.s 
racenu's. Infloreseenec* with a fine jHibeseenee or none; ])edunele 
.slend(‘r, |)edieel.s v(‘rv slender gtaierally .set at a great angle to the axis, 
10- to 10-flower(‘d, l)raets small. True branches small, 0 to 10 in. 
long, zigzag, nearly terete, glabrous, prickles hooked; leaves .‘l-foliate 
at the l)a.s(‘, leaflets broad and .short-j)ointed; terminal ones 5-foliate 
like tho.se on iu‘w canes, ;dl similar in color, texture and .serration to 
those on new canes. Leaves on nicemes pro|)er more coarsely serrate- 
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Winclluiin Countv, \’t. Ranixi* as now 


dentate, 3-foliate, a few sometimes nnifoliate, .small on the npj)er ones, 
larger on tlio.se below. Flowers 1 to in. broad, petals long-oval at 
least twice as long as wide with no apparent elaw. Fruit nearly 
globular, I to § in. in diameter, or on .strong plants eyiindrii* and larger, 
sweet, drupelets black and rather largtT than tho.se of li. niffrohaerii.t, 
Hailey. Flowers early in June and fruits early in August, productive. 

Type stations: Signal Hill and its northern bonh'rs in Al.stead, 
(’lu'shire (’onnty, X. H., being midway between .\lst(*ad Center 
and Beryl Mt., Aeworth; Thompsonbnrg in Londonderry, Athens, 
Stratton and Windham in 
known to me; Southwestern New Hampshire ami Sontheastern 
Vermont. Elevated situations in ojien places on dry ground. Nnm- 
erons specimens havi' been dejiosited by me in the (iray Herbarium 
and in that of the X. V. Botanical (larden. 

ddiis pretty sjiecies which .seems to be distinct from anything yet 
described, I first found July 4, 1902, in .Athens, Vt., on Bemis Hill and 
I have watched it each sea.son since. It grows in eh'vated situations 
not occurring in the towns liordering on the (’onnecticnt River. 'Fo 
be sjiecific, I have found it often abundant in Athens, Crafton, Jamaica 
Londonderry, Stratton, Wardsboro and Windham, Vt., and in .Aeworth, 
.Alst(‘ad and Langdon, .X. IL, an east and west range of forty miles. 
It blo.s.soms and fruits the earliest of all blackberries in the localities 
in which it grows. 

It is readily distinguishable from the other higli blackberries by its 
prim appearance, (‘arly fruiting ami numerous slender prickles; from 
tlu^ recurving class by its narrow leaflets and erect and furrowed stem; 
ami from the srtosiis cla.ss by its strong prickles, lack of glandular hairs 
aJid all the other characteristics mentioned in this paragraj)h. 

Rubus pergratus, n. sp. Large*, erect plants more or le.ss pubes¬ 
cent, and nearly, or epiite glamll<‘.ss, producing an abundance of large, 
short-cvlindrical, verv edible fruit. 

t' ^ 

Neiv rane.s. Stems erect, J to b feet high, large and strong, red and 
glabrous, angled and fnrrowe*<l. Brickies few, short, about J in. long, 
strong, .stout, 2 to S to the* inch of stem, .set at nearly a right angle to it 
and on its angle's enily. Le*aves of gex)el size*, eeften large, o-foliate, 
dark yelleew-green anel nearly glabre)n.s em the njejeer surface, lighter 
e)n the le)wer surface ami pnb(‘.scent. Leaves lemg-stalke^d, ejvjil, often 
bre)ael-oval, the mielelle e)ne .se)metime.s ovate e)r nearlv e^rbicnlar anel a 
trifle corelate, e)ntline entire, finely often ele)nbly .serrate or serrate- 
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dentate, taper-|)ointed, rounded at the base or the basal leaflets broadly 
wedge-shaped. Petiole and petiolules stout, grooved above, nearly 
or quite glabrous, glaudle.ss, with a few hooked, strong ])rickles; the 
petiolule of the middle leaflet 1 to H in. long, tho.se of the side leaflets 
over one-half as long, the basal leaflets never .se.ssile. 

Old canes. .Still erect, pyramidal, the j^rickles intact. Second year’s 
growth consisting of nearly leafless racemes at the top of the stem, 
succeeded downward bv raccmies leafv at the ba.se, and the.se in turn 

t t- ’ 

succeeded by ])nre leaf branclu's. Stems of leaf branches irregularly 
angled, S to 12 in. long, more or less j)nbescent, even woolly on some, 
prickles small and hooked; leaves 3-foliate at the base of each branch, 
5-foliate beyond, resembling tho.se on the new canes, but broader and 
more pubescent. I{ac(Mned branches or fruit branches with a stout 
a.xis, irregularly angled, pubescent or woolly, prickles short and re¬ 
curved; leaves 3-foliate and nnifoliate; leaflets very broad and pubes¬ 
cent, coarsely serrate-dentate; about 8 to 12 stout pedicels, verv 
pubescent often woolly with sometimes a stalked gland, .set at a mod¬ 
erate angle to the a.xis, subtended by small bracts; raceme broadest 
at its top. Naked racemes similar. Flowers large and showy, IJ to 
1^ in. broad, j)etals wide, width two thirds of the length, opening the 
middle of June. Fruit very large short-cylindric, drupelets large and 
pulpy, sweet; seeds small and unnoticeabK*. Very productive. Re¬ 
sembles some cultivated kinds. Rij>e early in August. 

Type station ALstead, N. H., one mile east of Signal Hill. Abun¬ 
dant there and in the elevated parts of W indham County, Vt. 

Two other .stations where I have found it very abundant and j)erfect 
are the low<‘r slojx’s of Glebe ]Mt., Londonderry and in South ^Vind- 
ham, Vt., though I have found it equally pc'rfect in many other places. 
It shows its characteristics best in open sun while in moist, rich shade 
where it grows very tall and leafy its distiniiuishinff features are .some¬ 
what obscured. 

Thi.s blackbcrrv which I have l.)een watchinj; since 1902 closelv 

• O V 

resembles some of tho.se now in cultivation. It is called by the people 
living where it grows the “s(|uare blackberry,” and the “short black¬ 
berry,” in distinction from the “long blackberry” and the “sheep-teat” 
and “sow-teat,” three well-known names for R. nif/rohaqcns, Bailey. 
In the imm(‘diate vallev of the Connecticut River where I live. /?. 

t A % • 

nigroha/'cus is very abundant and is the only “high” blackberry the 
people know; but as you get aw.ay from the river and into more ele- 
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vatod sections it l)ccoines less coininon and less productive, and berry 
pickers resort to the scjuare l)lackl)errv. This in still more elevated 
sections bec-oines scarce and the moiintaiti blackberrv, R. canadeuftis, 
often called the “sour blackberrv'’ is the common kind. 

At the tyj)e station in Alstead, N. II., R. -pergraius and R. tiicfio- 
harrus grow in |)ei'fection side by side and the former ripens two weeks 
the earlier. It is an e.xact match for the cultivated fruit .sold in Bellows 
Falls, Vt., where it is marketed. With its large drupelets the .seeds 
are hardly notict^able while the fruit of R. nirimhacru.f with often 100 


drupelets is characteristically 


a 



)9 


but its jK'Culiarly aromatic 


taste neverthele.ss makes it the king of blackberries. I have de|>osited 
an abundant supply of specimens of this s|>ecie.s in the Gray Her¬ 
barium. 

WkSTMI N'.STKK, VeUMO.N'T. 


SOME NEW HE('()R1)S OF MAINE PLANTS. 


Oha W. K.n'ight. 


Eriopliontm pohi.flachion L. In Prof. F(‘rnald’s recent article on 
North Americ-an Spt'ciesof Eriophorum, Riiodoka, May, 1005, p. 89, 
he does not give this species as found southwest of Nova. Scotia and 
New Brunswick, all Maine sj)ecimens being refernsl to the variety 
claims Bab. Some slender sj>ecimens which I colU'ctcd at Veazie, 
•Jum* 10, 1905, where tlaw were growing in a wet nu'adow, have* been 
reb'iTcd to (he s|)(*cies by Prof. Fernald thus giving it a place in our 
floral. 

Eriophorum riridl-cariualum fcllou'sii Fernald. I am able to record 
this from the second known ]Maine station, having collected it on a wet 
springy s1o|k‘ at Charleston, .Inly 4, l‘.H)5. This wais the only form 

growing in this locality. 

Iva ciliata. Willd. 'Phis does not appear to lie ri'corded from Maine. 
Severid plants were growing in a dump near Bangor and were collected 
bv Mr. F. M. Billings and mv.self on October (>, 1905, at which time 
they were just in bloom. 


